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I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
|^| the international application as originally filed 
| 11 the description: 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



[^J the claims: 
pages 



, as originally filed 

_ , as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



. , filed with the letter of 



I 1 the drawings: 
pages 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



_ , filed with the letter of 



I 1 the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 



, as originally filed 

_ , filed with the demand 



_ , filed with the letter of 



3. 



With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is- 

□ 

the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1(b)) 

□ 

the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international prelirninary examination (under Rule 55 2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing' 

□ 

contained in the international application in written form. 

□ 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
□ furnished subsequendy to this Authority in written form. 

□ 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



□ 

4-D 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ 

the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 

the drawings, sheets/fig 



been considered to go 



5. ["I Tllis re P° rt has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 
— beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
i H r t e *R ort as ori Sina!fy filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70J6 
ana 7 OA/)* 1 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-9 



1-9 



1-9 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 
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Citations and explanations 



Document 1 : 



Document 2 



Document 3 



Document 4 ; 



Document 5 : 



Document 6 ; 



JP 11-330080 A (James W. MITCHELL), 30 
November 1999, full text and all figures 
(Family: none) 

EP 129265 A (Philips Electronic and 

Associated Industries Ltd.), 27 December 

1984, full text and all figures 

& JP 59-213137 A & US 4605447 A 

& GB 2140202 A & CA 1215479 A 

JP 10-12625 A (Hitachi, Ltd.), 16 January 

1998, full text and all figures 

(Family: none) 

JP 58-106837 A (Fujitsu Ltd.), 25 June 1983, 
full text and all figures 
(Family: none) 

JP 1-214123 A (Teru Sagami Kabushiki Kaisha) , 
28 August 1989, full text and all drawings 
(Family: none) 

JP 3-286535 A (Seiko Epson Corp.), 17 
December 1991, full text and all drawings 
(Family: none) 



Claims 1-3 and 5-9 

Document 1 discloses the art of producing a plasma 
from a treated gas containing hydrogen, heavy hydrogen and 
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a rare gas by means of microwaves, and using said plasma 
to treat a substrate. 

In the example in document 1, the plasma treatment 
is performed during the process of manufacturing a 
semiconductor device. However, in the prior art section in 
document 1, it is stated that "hydrogen annealing has been 
used in various forms in the process of manufacturing 
silicon semiconductor devices;" and as indicated in 
documents 2 and 3, performing plasma treatment after 
MOSFET gate electrode formation was known prior to the 
filing of the present application. Therefore, there is no 
difficulty for a person skilled in the art to perform 
plasma treatment on a substrate on which a semiconductor 
device has been formed. 



The application of high frequencies to plate 
electrodes as a means to produce a plasma has been common 
practice since before the filing of the present 
application, as indicated in documents 4, 5 and 6. 



Claim 4 
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